
 
 
 
 
 
 

Five Illegal Uses of the Law 
The following is from a blog written by Rev. Brian Wolfmueller, a pastor serving in Austin, Texas. I found it helpful in 
explaining of how we often use (or misuse) the Law of God in ways God never intended it be used. It also helps to keep 
the focus of the proper uses of the Law to move us away from ourselves and to cling to Christ even more. Enjoy! 
 

There are three good and legitimate uses of the Lord’s law, the curb, mirror and guide. As a curb the Lord’s law orders 
the things of creation and keeps society from chaos. As a mirror the law shows us our sin and our need for Jesus and His 
mercy and salvation. As a guide the law gives shape to our Christian love for our neighbor. These uses or functions of the 
law are good and right, they are the reasons that the Lord gave His law to humanity. 
 

But more often than not the law of God is misused. Instead of the Lord using the law on us, we take up the law and use 
it ourselves, on God or on our neighbor. We could call this the “illegal use of the law”. Here are five examples to 
consider. 
 
#1 The Cosmetic Use of the Law. 
The Cosmetic Use (or the Mary-Kay Use). This is where the law is used to make us look good, all my blemishes are 
covered up. I dress myself up in outward righteousness so that my neighbor (or worse, God) would say, “My, look at 
how holy that fellow is!” Jesus calls this the “White-Washed Tomb Use”. 
 

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, 
but within are full of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but 
within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.” (Matthew 23:27-28) 
 

Instead of covering up our sinfulness, the Lord desires that we would confess our sins and hear His promise of 
forgiveness. 
 
#2 The Pedestal Use of the Law. 
"I'm pretty impressive." 
 

Perhaps the worse misuse of the law, this is where I place myself on a pedestal of good works to gain God’s approval. 
This illegal use of the law has people saying, “I know I’ll go to heaven. I’m a good person.” But this works-righteousness 
is called out in the Scriptures: 
 

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 
(Romans 3:20) 
 

Rather than lift us, the law casts us down so that the Gospel can lift us up and give us life. 
 
#3 The Parking Validation Use. 
You have 20 minutes left of your salvation. 
 

How do I know that I’m saved, that I’m a Christian, that the Lord’s loves me? Instead of looking to the Gospel and the 
means of grace, the Parking Validation Use of the Law looks to my works and obedience to find the answers to these 
questions. This illegal use of the law looks for comfort and consolation in good works. It is true that our works of love 
flow from faith, we do not look to the fruit of faith for comfort. To find comfort we look to the source of faith. St Paul 
excludes this illegal use of the law when he says things like this: 
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For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the 
flesh– though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in 
the flesh, I have more: … as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the 
law, blameless. But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. (Philippians 3:3-7) 
 

We, with Paul, put no confidence in the flesh and avoid the Parking Validation Use of the Law. Our confidence is in Christ 
Jesus and His promise of forgiveness. 
 
#4 The Measuring Stick Use of the Law. 
My good works can beat up your good works. 
 

The law always counts and measures. We misuse the law when we use it like a measuring stick to see how much better I 
am than you. This illegal us of the law is always comparing, putting things in balance, judging if things are fair, and it is 
always fixing the scales so that I come out on top. It keeps track of every sin committed against us. This misuse of the 
law fails to see the planks in our own eye, but sees very clearly the specks in our neighbor’s eye. If your goal is to be 
better than your neighbor, the measuring stick will see to it. Jesus is speaking against this misuse of the Law when He 
says: 
 

“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you 
use it will be measured to you. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in 
your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your 
own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of 
your brother’s eye. (Matthew 7:1-5) 
 

We apply the law first to ourselves, and we do not measure up. No matter how deep our sin is, the Lord’s love is deeper 
still. 
 
#5 The Telescopic Use of the Law.  
Wow, those guys are really sinners! 
 

A telescope will help you see clearly things that are very far away. When we use the law like a telescope, we are 
examining the sins of others very closely while keeping a safe distance. While this use is similar to the measuring stick 
use, it is not comparing ourselves with sinners but avoiding them. This misuse is often found in the pulpit where the law 
is preached about those “other people out there,” about the worldlings who are dead in sin. The Telescopic Use forgets 
we, too, are sinners, that Jesus came to the earth for all of us sinners. The Telescopic Use gives the illusion that there is 
holiness in distance, in separation, but the Scriptures teach holiness is found in Christ. The Pharisees pull out their 
telescopes on Jesus, but Jesus destroys them with His parable of repentance. 
 

And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” So he told them 
this parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in 
the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, 
for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. (Luke 15:2-7) 
 

We are not given to find delight in other people’s sin, but rather in the mercy and Love of Jesus. 
 
All of us are experts at misusing the law. This is bad. Each misuse of the law steals honor from Christ and comfort from 
us. But praise be to God, the Holy Spirit wields the law perfectly to us. He convicts us of our sin, even our sin of misusing 
the law, and then He brings to us the blood of Jesus which cleanses us from every sin. 
 

May the Holy Spirit continue to wield with us His precious law and Gospel, that we would know His joy and peace. 
Amen. 

  



SUMMER BIRTHDAYS 

June 
2   Ricky Mielens 
     Jody Meyer 
3   Jennifer Meyer 
     Jakob Kleinert 
4   Howard Meyer Sr. 
5   ChrisƟan Day 
6   Kathy Bachman  
     Lillian Ramon 
7   Julie Schabel 
     Claire McPhee 
     Jack McPhee 
8   Ann Hayes 
      Joshua Riley 
9   Colton Kleinert 
     Christopher Sharon 
11 Karen ScoƩ, Tina Chase 
     Shannon Beach 
     Stacey Geyer  
     Carter Snyder 
12  Jennifer DeFrain 
     Greg VanDriessche     
     GarreƩ Wojcik 
 13 Amanda Sylvester 
 14 Randy Hayward 
      Jill Bush 
15  Keira Nowicki 
16  Cathi Haske 
17  Dan Dues 
18  Pat Hopp 
      ChrisƟe Lupcke 
      Daniel Hitsman 
      Nikita Hadd 
20  Allison Jones 
21  Kennedy Groome 
      Amy List 
22  Madelyn Bukoski 
23  Rick Lupcke 
       Brock Krzysiak 
24  Logan Duby 
25  Harvey Kleinert 
       Maggie Dinsmore 
26  Roger Lynch 
27 Travis Chase 
29 ScoƩ Englehardt 
 

July 
1   Dalton Jacobs 
2   Jace Serrato 
3   Marc Rowe, Jr. 
4   John Houghtaling 
5   Barb Massey 
     Olivia Gargulinski 
     Dave Bachman 
     Glenn Ackerman 
7   Sophia Kleinert 
     Callie Kleinert 
8   Jacob PoƩer 
     Ellymae McCoy 
9   Robert Mead 
     Sophia DeFino 
     Jakob Buchner 
10  Aris Cousineau, Teri Oltman 
      Alyson Shell, Lori Jacobs 
      Cody Poirier 
11  Kayden Snyder 
12  Courtney Fox 
14  Bill Baylis, Josh Corrion 
16  Russell Dinsmore, Sr. 
      Kade Everson, Diane Rapin 
      Renae Ryers 
17  Randy PoƩer  
18  Kyle GakstaƩer 
      Derick Lupcke 
      Sharon Schumacher 
      Benjamin Poirier 
19  Brandon Meyer 
20  Stephen Ancel, Sr. 
21  Lori VanDenBoom 
      Micheal Bukoski 
22  Emily Pockrandt 
23  Abbey Ryers 
24  Rev. Marvin Bublitz 
      Jennifer Duby, Olivia Rich 
26  Paul Caspers, April Meyer 
      ChrisƟe Kleinert 
27  Barb Rich, Art Hope 
      Chris Talmadge 
28  Michael Schoof 
      Jamie Jacobs 
 29 Denny Geyer, Sr., Tim Zube 
 

August  
2     Carolann Warren 
4    Steve Ancel, Jr.  
       Russell GakstaƩer 
       Todd Brandmair 
5    Richelle Ryers 
6    Erin Sweeney 
       Laney Hanson 
8    Kathie Meyer 
       Jack Brandmair 
9    Sue Corrion 
10   ScoƩ Cianek 
       Rick Houghtaling 
       Olivia Houghtaling 
11   Keith Marker 
       Tonya Zube 
12   JusƟn Bli 
       Jan Wagner 
13   Tim Bezold, Jr. 
       Quinn Kleinert 
       Brayden Hopp 
       Barry Lupcke 
16   Keith Korthals 
       Noah Roe 
17   Jim Bli, Jr. 
18   Ainsley Caspers 
19   Cora Kozcenasz 
20  Raegan Dinsmoore 
22  Paul Roe 
       Mark Roe 
       MaƩhew Roe 
       Emilee Chase 
23  Cole Bollon 
       Chad Oltman 
24   Mila Gallagher   
25   Isabel Dues 
26   Ann Schultz 
        Bruce Lupcke 
        Richard Mielens 
29   Roy VanDenBoom 
30   Todd Vallender 
        Tyler Day 
        Parker Zaucha 
       Amber Meyer 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 
June  
7    Roger & Wendy Lynch 
16  Tim & Tonya Zube 
18  Bob & Mary Gollin 
20  Howard & Janet Meyer 
20  Larry & Sharon Schumacher 
26 Todd & Kellie Vallender 
28  David & Jenny Gallagher 
 

July  
13 Randy & Susan PoƩer 
14  Christopher & Teri Oltman 
15 Tim & Pam Lynch 
18  Rev. Jimmy & Barbara Riley 
21  Jeremy & Kim Kiley 
 

August  
5   Darryl & Holly Mahan 
7   Phil & JeaneƩe Bublitz 
12 Art & ChrisƟe Kleinert 
17 Dan & Ame Dues 
21 Don & Pat Hopp 
22 Dennis & Gracie Wojcik 
23 Randy & Laura Poirier 
24 Fred & Nancy VanOchten 
27 Bruce & Cindy Lupcke 
31 Ray & Ann Caspers 

 

 

 
 
June  
9    Emma Johnston 
24  Rose VanDenBoom 
 

July  
29  Levi Gallagher 
 

August  
6   Callie Kleinert 
12 Andee Wilson 
12 Avery Wilson 
21 Lane Everson 
24  Huxley Maguire 
24  Lenny Maguire 
26 Easton Charbonneau 
26 Lyncoln Charbonneau 

Summer Wedding 
Anniversaries 

Summer BapƟsm 
Anniversaries 

 

PICNIC - NOON 

Family Fun Day Picnic 
August 9th - Noon 

 

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEONS 
MONDAYS – NOON O’clock 

JUNE 15TH  
JULY 20TH  

AUGUST 17TH  



Those Who Serve - Summer EdiƟon 

JUNE JULY AUGUST 
The weekend of June 6/7 
Elder: Bill Schumacher 
Ushers:  John & Maggie Carideo 
Greeters:   
     Sat: Bev Hitsman 
     Sun:  Gerry & Diane Erndt 
Altar Guild: Tina Chase/Ellen Greania 
 

The weekend of June 13/14 
Elder: Rick Houghtaling 
Usher: Don Hopp 
Greeters:  
    Sat: Larry & Sharon Schumacher     
   Sun: Howard & Janet Meyer 
Altar Guild: Lisa VanDriessche/ 
                        Kathy Bachman 
 

The weekend of June 20/21 
Elder: Bruce Lupcke 
Usher: Phil Bublitz 
Greeters:  
   Sat: Kim Morton/TooƟe Pavlawk 
   Sun: Fred & Nancy VanOchten 
Altar Guild: Lisa VanDriessche/ 
                         Kathy Bachman 
 
The weekend of June 27/28 
Elder: Dan Dues 
Usher: Tina Chase 
Greeters:  
    Sat: Bev Hitsman 
    Sun: Dave & Kathy Bachman 
Altar Guild: Jan Gohr/Susan PoƩer 

 

The weekend of July 4/5 
Elder: Jeff Schulz 
Ushers: John & Maggie Carideo 
Greeters:   
     Sat: Larry & Sharon Schumacher 
    Sun: Carlene DuRussel/ 
                Peggy Caspers 
Altar Guild: Susan PoƩer/Jan Gohr 
 

The weekend of July 11/12 
Elder: Russ Dinsmore 
Ushers: Don Hopp 
Greeters:   
     Sat: TooƟe Pavlawk/Kim Morton 
    Sun: John & Maggie Carideo 
Altar Guild: Cindy Lupcke/Sue Corrion 
 

The weekend of July 18/19 
Elder: Bill Schumacher 
Usher: Phil Bublitz 
Greeters:  
      Sat: Bev Hitsman 
     Sun: Phil & JeaneƩe Bublitz 
Altar Guild: Sue Corrion/Cindy Lupcke 
 

The weekend of July 25/26 
Elder: Rick Houghtaling 
Usher: Tina Chase 
Greeters:  
      Sat: Larry & Sharon Schumacher 
     Sun: Denise Fielbrandt/Lisa Poirier 
Altar Guild: Bev Hitsman 

The weekend of August 1/2 
Elder: Bruce Lupcke 
Ushers: John & Maggie Carideo 
Greeters:   
     Sat: Kim Morton/ 
                TooƟe Pavlawk 
     Sun: Carl Reisig 
Altar Guild: Bev Hitsman 
 

The weekend of August 8/9 
Elder: Dan Dues 
Ushers: Don Hopp 
Greeters:   
      Sat: Bev Hitsman 
     Sun: Barb Hayward/ 
                   Whitney VanDenBoom 
Altar Guild: Shannon Beach/ 
                         Lisa Poirier 
 

The weekend of August 15/16 
Elder: Jeff Schulz 
Usher: Phil Bublitz 
Greeters:  
      Sat: Larry & Sharon Schumacher 
     Sun: Gerry & Diane Erndt 
Altar Guild: Lisa Poirier/ 
                       Shannon Beach 
 

The weekend of August 22/23 
Elder: Russ Dinsmore 
Usher: Tina Chase 
Greeters:  
     Sat: TooƟe Pavlawk/ 
                   Kim Morton 
    Sun:  Roger & Wendy Lynch 
Altar Guild: Carlene DuRussel/ 
                       Carolann Warren 
 

The weekend of August 29/30 
Elder: Bill Schumacher 
Usher: 
Greeters:  
      Sat: Bev Hitsman 
     Sun: Bill & Pam Schumacher 
Altar Guild: Carlene DuRussel/ 
                       Carolann Warren 
 
 

 


